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Writing and Reading Workshop
Lucy Calkins

*Whole class mini-lesson

*Each child practices skills taught

*One-on-one conferences and 
small group instruction

*Independent, partner, group work



Types of Writing and Reading
Lucy Calkins

*Writing *Reading

-Narrative -Fiction

-Information -Information

-Opinion -Character 

Studies



Spelling
*New program -Words Their Way
-Assesses the individual child on placement in 
spelling skill developmental progression

-Groups are formed with others in same 
placement to ensure nothing is “missed” in the 
child’s progression on the continuum

-Continuum continues through 5th grade

-Word Sorts – children are learning spelling 
patterns and when words “don’t follow the rule” 



Cursive
*We review each letter again from 2nd

grade instruction – cursive books 

*We begin with lowercase and move 
to capitals.

*Later in the year we will begin to 
write in cursive on classroom 
assignments to apply the skills learned.



Math – Emphasis on 

Strategies
Math is . . . 

*Proving your solutions

*Finding many ways to solve problems

*Getting satisfaction from the PROCESS

*Collaborating and studying the work of 
others

*NOT – just being a calculator! 



Multiplication

• We are starting with Equal Groups situations

The story, picture, and equation must match: 
*There are 6 dogs and each dog has 4 legs. How many 
legs in all?

- a picture that shows 6 groups with 4 in each group

6 x 4 rather than  4 x 6

6 groups of 4 –tested skill!

4 44444



Multiplication

• We will  be working to memorize multiplication facts 
all year long with activities, games, flash cards, 
worksheets, etc. This is an END OF YEAR learning 
goal for 3rd grade. 

• Please feel free to support your child at 
home as soon as possible with fact 
memorization! 

• Ms. Adams & Mr. Melanson will thank you for it! 



Addition – Subtraction – Number Sense

*Traditional algorithms for “carrying, 
borrowing, and trading” are not introduced to 
the children as options until 4th grade
. . . . Please feel free to teach them to your child at 
home, but just remember that he/she is assessed on 
his/her performance of the strategies we teach in 
class . . . Believe them when they tell you they “can’t do it that 

way” 

*REASON:  Teaching children the VALUE of numbers and 
UNDERSTANDING what they are actually doing. 

This is Number Sense.



Our program emphasizes the value of numbers and 

“number sense” before teaching rote algorithms

104
- 98

Instead of the Traditional algorithm the children 
will THINK about the value of the numbers and 
see that 98 is 2 away from 100 and then add on 

4 more and get the correct answer of 6



3 main strategies
of 3rd grade

*Add by Place

*Add by Parts

*Number Line
They really represent what our 

brains are doing! 



Add by Place
126 + 168

*Add 100s together 100 + 100 = 200

*Add 10s together 20 + 60 = 80

*Add 1s together 6 + 8 = 14

*Add all 3 sums 200 + 80 + 14 = 294



Add by Parts
126 + 168

*Break the numbers apart however it makes 
sense to you and add the parts together . . . 

120 + 60 = 180

180 + 100 = 280 

280 + 6 = 286

286 + 8 = 294



Number Line
How many more to 100?

10047

47 + _____ = 100

50



Number Line
This strategy works really well for finding the 
DIFFERENCE between 2 numbers.

Example:  Tony had 26 stickers and his sister 
had 74 stickers. How many more stickers did 
Tony’s sister have?

_________________________________________



Science
*Life and Environment
Life Cycles and Traits and Environmental Impacts

*Matter – current unit
Physical properties and Adding and Subtracting heat to objects

*Shaping the Earth
Landforms and their formation, Bodies of Water and their 
formation, Change in the earth's surface



Social Studies
*Building a Democracy
Identify and apply the beliefs that went into the founding documents 
of the United States Government. Explore the 3 branches of federal 
government.

*Building an Economy
Understand how people organize for the production, distribution, 
and consumption of goods and services.

*Building a Community
Understand how the government functions in society and affects my 

life. Understand how participation in local community can effect the 
global community.



Missouri Learning Standards
-What We Teach

• Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education:  

DESE
• All Missouri Learning 

Standards for all grade levels 
are on their website.



Change from Primary Grades to 
Intermediate . . . 

*Focus on RESPONSIBILITY . . . . Routines, 
Procedures, Expectations, CHOICES (reflect on their 
choices and problem-solve to make better ones)

*Focus on RESPECT (PEER RELATIONS) . . . . How to 
navigate the challenges appropriately and 
effectively, HOW ONE’S CHOICES AFFECT OTHERS

*Communication through DOJO



MAP testing

• Testing is in the spring

• 3rd grade tests in ELA (reading and 
writing) and Math

• Preparation is all year long!

• Online assessments – usually 3 ELA 
and 3 math



Homework
I am still figuring this out!! 
*There are a lot of changes this year!

*Definitely expect math homework

*Other possibilities could include: cursive 
practice, spelling practice, reading practice

*Expect homework on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays



Communication
*Check Home Folders daily for Homework and some
forms/notes from the office, PTO, classroom

*Fridays - on Fridays the Home Folder will have 
forms/notes and any applicable graded work

*Class Newsletter– uploaded to my website at the 
beginning of the month, emailed to you, gives 
information about what our class is doing

*DOJO and email



3rd grade is . . . 

- a year to grow in confidence and empowerment
- a year to learn to believe in yourself and your abilities
- a year to find your voice and advocate for yourself
- a year to learn new things and to give them a try
- a year to learn from your mistakes
- a year to explore new ways of thinking
- a year to work hard independently
- a year to work collaboratively with others
- a year to give and get helpful advice to/from others
- a year to make sure you get the education you deserve!



Conferences

Conferences are November 12th and 
14th. You will be receiving an email 
to sign up online with sign up genius 
for your conference time.


